AP Psychology - Ms. Forrester

Kimberly.Forrester@cobbk12.org
The Course
The purpose of Advanced Placement Psychology is to introduce the student to the systematic & scientific study of mental processes & behavior in people & other animals.  Students will be learning about the field of psychology through in-depth study, discussion, & hands-on activities.

Objectives

· The student will study the major & core concepts of Psychology.

· They will do study & work to prepare for the AP Psychology Exam given at the end of the course.

· Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research & be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives.

· Students will be able to define key terms & use them in their everyday vocabulary.

· The students will develop critical thinking skills.

Textbook

Myers, David G. Psychology, 11th Edition.  New York: Worth, 2015.  

Grading Proportions & Assessments
Description:


% of Grade

Tests



30%

Classwork/Homework

20%

Quizzes



15%

Projects



15%

Final Exam


20%

Tests

· All students will be given ample notification of an upcoming test – materials will cover readings, notes, and vocabulary.

· Most tests will be cumulative to better prepare the student for the AP Exam.

· Tests will consist of multiple choice questions similar to those on the AP Exam.
· Some tests will have a short answer portion.
Quizzes
· Will consist of matching, & multiple-choice questions.

· Quizzes will be administered for each chapter throughout each unit.

Classwork/Homework
· Completion of readings, handouts, book assignments, & classroom activities

· Vocabulary – all vocabulary must be HANDWRITTEN
Projects
· FRQs (Free Response Questions) will count as projects – these will be done as practice writing for the FRQs on the AP Exam
· Projects assigned will be completed outside of class – I do not have time built into the semester to do them in class therefor it is the student’s responsibility to gain internet access and materials needed to complete the projects.  Students have access to the computers in the media center before school, during lunch, and after school.
Course Outline

Unit 1

History, Approaches, & Research Methods  



A. Logic, Philosophy, & History of Science

B. Approaches & Perspectives

C. Experimental, Correlation, & Clinical Research

D. Statistics

E. Research Methods & Ethics

Unit 2

Biological Basis of Behavior





A. Physiological Techniques

B. Neuroanatomy

C. Functional Organization

D. Neural Transmission

E. Endocrine System

F. Genetics

Unit 3

States of Consciousness

A. Consciousness
B. Sleep and Dreams
C. Hypnosis
D. Psychoactive Drugs
Unit 4

Developmental Psychology

A. Life-Span Approach
B. Heredity and Environmental Issues
C. Developmental Theories
D. Dimensions of Development
E. Sex Roles and Sex Differences
F. Genetics
Unit 5 

Sensation and Perception

A. Thresholds

B. Sensory Mechanisms

C. Sensory Adaptation

D. Attention

E. Perceptual Process

Unit 6

Learning 

A. Classical Conditioning

B. Operant Conditioning

C. Cognitive Processes in Learning

D. Biological Factors

E. Social Factors

Unit 7

Cognition
A. Cognitive Processes

B. Memory

C. Problem Solving

D. Language

E. Creativity

Unit 8

Testing and Individual Differences
A. Intelligence

B. Theories of Intelligence

C. Testing

D. Bias

Unit 9 

Motivation and Emotion
A. Biological Bases

B. Theories of Motivation

C. Hunger, Thirst, Sex, & Pain

D. Social Motives

E. Theories of Emotion

F. Stress

Unit 10
Social Psychology
A. Group Dynamics

B. Interpersonal Perception

C. Conformity, Compliance, & Obedience

D. Attitudes & Attitude Changes

E. Organizational Behavior

F. Aggression & Anti-Social Behavior

Unit 11
Personality
A. Personality Theories & Approaches

B. Assessment Techniques

C. Assessment Techniques

D. Assessment Techniques

Unit 12
Abnormal Psychology & Treatments
A. Assessment Techniques

B. Assessment Techniques

C. Diagnosis of Psychopathology

D. Anxiety Disorders

E. Somatoform Disorders

F. Mood Disorders

G. Schizophrenic Disorders

H. Schizophrenic Disorders

I. Personality Disorders

J. Dissociative Disorders

K. Treatments
The class has a blog that can be accessed at http://missforresterohs.weebly.com/
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